The fpg gene of E. coli specifies a DNA glycosylase that excises a ring-opened form of N7-methylguanine (2-6-diamino-4-hydroxy-5-N-methylformamidopyrimidine [Fapy]) from the chromosome. This gene has been isolated, on plasmids that overproduce the Fapy-DNA glycosylase activity, and sequenced; the protein has been purified to physical homogeneity (1, 2). However, no fpg mutants are known and the gene has not been positioned on the genetic map; an attempt (3) to localize^ on the restriction map for E.coli (4) gave ambiguous results.
